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ENGLISH PRISON CRUELTY.

OSCAE WILDE'S MOTE.1T AOA1XST
JtAllliAKW METHODS.

Further Bitracti From st Remarkable, loiter
Children Treated Shamefully, Men Driven
lnjnr rln rnr Ilia tlueen'a Jnkllrr The
Hide la Modern War An Anllquarlau siad.

London, May 28. I sent to Tuk Sun by cable
to day somo extracts from a letter written by
Oscar Wilde about ttio rank cruelty anil Inbu-inani-

of the English penal system, with special
reference to lU application to children, I do-- b

ribcil llio letter aa a remnrkablo one, and such,
Indeed, It Is from every point of vlow. It Is a
rnlni, temperate. Impersonal, but overwholmlntr
IndUtment of a system which It Ischarttnblo
am) mild to describe aa a survival of barbarism
In n civilized country. Tho letter Is rernarkublo
In the first place ou account of Its source
It Is from tho pen of a man, who, qutto aside
from any question of morale, was two
years ngo a blatant, Insufferable ecolst, a pre-
sumptuous, conceited Juggler of emotions and
epigrams. Ho has como out from two years' im-
prisonment au J. written a letter In which Is no
word of personal complaint, but which will as-

suredly prove a powerful tnfluenco toward tho
nliolltlon of tho greatest surviving disgrace of
the Hrltlsh nation. It Is a plain, straightforward
presentation of fact and argument, without a
traco of the caprlclsm, Intolerance, nnd literary
montubanklsin which have characterized tho
w ork of this man ever slnco he lint sought pub-li- e

notoriety. Moreover, what he has to any Is
Intensely lntorctttnir, as I shall loave tho reader
to ludgo by quoting freely from such portions of
the letter as I havo not already dealt with by
cable. Ho says:

"People, nowadays do not understand what
cruelty is. They regard it as a sort of torrlbls
modl&'talp.vsslon, and connect It with tho raco
of men like Kccclln da Itomano and others, to
whom the deliberate infliction of pain gave a real
madnoss of pleasure. Utitmonot the stamp of
Kccclln are merely abnormal typos of perverted
Individualism. Ordinary cruelty is simply

It Is the entire want of Imagination. It
" Is tho result of our duys ot stereotyped systems,

of rules, nnd of stupidity. Wher--
erer there is centralization there is stupidity.
What is Inhuman In modern life is officialism.
Authority Is as dostructlvo to those who exer-
cise it as it is to thoso on whom It Is exercised.
It is tho Prison Hoard, nnd tho system It carries
out, that is tho primary source of tho cruolty
that Is exorcised on u child In prison. The people
who uphold tho system havo excellent Inten-
tions. Thoso who carry It out are humane In
Intention also. Responsibility is shifted ou to
tho disciplinary regulations. It is supposed
that because, a thing is the rulo it is right.

" As regards the children, a great deal has
been talked and written lately about the con- -

taminating lntluenco of prison on young chil
dren. What Is said Is quite true. A child Is
utterly contaminated by prison life. Hut the
contaminating lntluenco Is not that ot the
prisoners. It is that of the whole prison sy-
stemof tho Governor, the chaplain, tho ward-
ers, tho lonely cell, tho Isolation, the revolting

1 food, the rules of the Prison Commissioners, the
O mode ot discipline, as it is termed, of tho life.

Eery enreis taken to Isolate a child from the
sight even ot all prisoners over sixteen years of
asc. Children sit behind a curtain In chapel, and
are sent to take exercise In small, sunless yards
sometimes a stone-yar- sometimes a yard at the
back of tho mills rather than that they should
see the elder prisoners at exercise. But the only
really humanizing Influence In prison is the ln-

tluenco ot the prisoners. Their cheerfulness
under terrible circumstances, their sympathy
for each other, their humility, their gentleness,
their pleasant smiles of greeting when they meet
each other, their complete acquiescence in their
punishments, aro all quite wonderful, and I my-
self learned many sound lessons from them. I
am not proposing that the children should not
sit behind a curtain in chapel, or that they

5 should take exercise in a corner of the common
yard. I am merely pointing out that tho bad tn-

fluenco on children is not, and could never
be, that of the prisoners, but is, and will
always remain, that of tho prison sys-
tem itself. There is not a singlo man
In Reading jail that would not gladly
hare done the three children's punishment for
them. When I uw them last It was on the
Tuesday following their conviction. I was tak-
ing exercise at half-pa- II with about twelve
other men, as the three children passed near us,
in charge of a warder, from tho damp, dreary
stoneyard In w hich they had been at their exer-
cise. I saw tho greatest pity and sympathy in
the eyes ot my companions as they looked at
them. Prisoners are, as a class, extremely kind
and sympathetic to each other. Suffering and
the community ot suffering makes people kind,
and day after day as I tramped the yard I used

MS to feel with pleasure and comfort what Carlylt
calls somewhere tho silent rhythmic charm ofI human companionship.' In this, as in all otherI things, philanthropists and people, of that kind
oro astray. It Is not the prisoners who need

H reformation. It is tho prisons.
"Of course no child under fourteen years ofI age should be sent to prison at all. It is an ab--

surdity, and, like many absurdities, of absolute- -
ly tragic results. If, however, they aro to be
sent to prison, during the daytime they should
be in a workshop or schoolroom with awarder.I At night they should sleep in a dormitory, with
a night warder to look after them. They should
be allowed exercise for at least three hours a
day. Tho dark,I prison cells are dreadful for a child, dreadful in- -

deed for any one. One is always breathing badI air In prison. The food given to childrenS should consist of tea and bread and butter and
H soup. Prison soup is very good and wholesome.
H A resolution of the IIoubo of Commons could

settle tho treatment of children in half an hour.
B I hope you will use your Influcnco to have this
H done. Tho way that children aro troated at
H. present is really nn outrnge on humanity and
jR common sense. It comes from stupidity.
H " Let mo draw attention now to another terrl- -

ble thing that goes on in English prisons, indeed
in prisons all over the world whero the system

H of silence nnd cellular confinement Is practised.
H I refer to the large number of men who become
H Insane orweak-mlndc- d In prison. In convict
H prisons this Is, of course, quite common; but In
Hj ordinary Jul Is also, such as that I was confined
BSl In It la tn Km fnnnr!
Hj "About threa months ago I noticed among
H the prisoners who took exercise with mo a
ro young man who seeinod to me to be silly or
$& Kvory prison, of course, has its
Hj clients, who return again und again,

j and may bo enld to live. In the prison. But
H this young man struck mo as being more than
H usually half-witte-d on account of his silly
H grin and Idiotic laughter to himself, and the
H peculiar restlessness of his eternally twitching

hands. Hu was noticed by all the other prison--

H en ou account of tho strangeness of his conduct.
From time to time hcdld not appear at exercise,

H which showed mo that he was being punished
H 1j)' confinement to hN coll. Finally, I discovered
Hj th.t he was under observation and being
Hj watched night und clay by warders. When he
Hj did appear at exercise he always scemod hyster- -

Hj icul and used townlk around crying or laughing.
Hj At chapul ho hail to sit right under thoobserva--

Hj tluu of two warders, who carefully watched him
Hj " the tlmo. Sometimes he would bury bis
jH head In his hands, an offence against the chapel.ttp regulations, and his head would be Immediately
Hj struck up a warder so that ho should keep his
Hj ejus fixed permanently In the dlrootlon ot
H the loimnunlon table. Sometimes ho would
Hj cry --not making any disturbance but with
Hj tars streaming, down his face and a hysterical
Hj Ihrni.blngln the throat. Sometimes ho would
H kiln idiot-lik- e to himself und roako faces. He
Hj was on nioro than onooccaslonsentoutof chapel
Hj tu' 'i cell, and of tourso ho was continually pun.
Hj libel. As the bench on which I used to sit In
HL chaiul vvns directly behind tho bench at the end

"taf ot whkh this unfortunuto man was placed I bad
Hj 'ull opportunity of observing him. I also saw
Hj n'n' ofiourso, at excrciso continually, and I
Hj Jw ttiat ho was becoming insane, and was
Hj iiw r atcd as If ho was shamming,
Hj ' "n auturday week last I was In my cell at
Hj hou' 1 o'clock occupied In cleaning ami polish- -

hit: ie tins I hud boon usinsr for dlnuor. Bud
oeuiy I uiU startled by tho prison silence

t Mhis broken by tho most LorrlUa And molting
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shrloks, or rather howls, for at first I thought
some animal like a bull or a cow was being un-
skilfully slnughtorod outstdo tho prison walls,
I soon realized, however, that tho howls pro-
ceeded from tho basoment of tho prison, and I
know that somo wrctchod man was being
floggod, I need not say how hideous nnd terrl-bi- o

It was for mo, nnd I began to wondor who It
was who was being punished In this roroltlng
manner. Buddonly it dawnod upon me that
they might be flogging this unfortunate lunatic
My feelings on tho subject need not be chron-
icled! they havo nothing to do with tho question.

" Tho next day, Sunday, 16th, I saw tho poor
fellow at exercise, his weak, ugly, wretched faco
bloated by tears nd hysteria almost boyond
recognition. Ito w alkod In the centre ring along
with tho old men, tho beirgnrs, nnd the lama
people, so that I was able to observe 1dm tho
whole tlmo. It was my last Sunday In prison, n
perfectly lot ely day, the finest day we had had
the whole year, and there, in tho beautiful sun-
light, walked this poor crcaturo mado onco In
tho Image of Ood grinning like nn ape, and
making with his hands tho most fantastic
gestures, as though he was playing tn the
air on some lnvislblo stringed instrument,
or arranging and dealing counters In
somo curious game All the while thoso
hysterical toara, without which none of us ever
saw him, were making soiled runnels on his
whlto swollen face. The hideous and dollbernto
grace of his gestures mado him like an nutlc
Ho was a living grotesque. Tho other prisoners
all watched him, and not one of them smiled.
Everybody know what hud happened to him,
and that ho was being driven Insane was in-

sane already. After half an hour ho was or-

dered in by tho warder, and.1 suppose, punished.
At loa6t ho was not ut exercise on Monday,
though I think I caught sight of him at the
coruor ot tho stoneyard, walking In charge of a
wnrdor.

"On tho Tucsdoy my last day in prison I
saw him at exercise. He was worse than before,
and again was sent in. Slnco then I know noth-
ing ot him, but I found out from one of the pris-
oners who walkod with mo at exercise that ho
had had twenty-fou- r lathe tn the cookhouso on
Saturday afternoon, by order of tho visiting Jus-
tices on the report of the doctor,' Tho howls
that had horrltlod us all were his.

"This man Is undoubtedly becoming insane.
Prison doctors have no knowlodgo of mental
disease of any kind. They are as a class Igno-
rant men. The pathology of tho mind Is un-
known to them. When a man grows lns.tne they
treat him as shamming. They havo him pun-
ished again and ngaln. Naturally tho man be-

comes worse. When ordinary punishments are
exhausted the doctor reports tho case to tho
Justices. The result is flogging. Ot course tho
flogging Is not done with a It
is what Is called birching. Tho instrument Is a
rod; but the result on tho wretched half-witte-d

man may be Imagined.
" His number Is. or was, A. 2. 11. I also man-

aged to find out his name. It Is Prince Some-
thing should be done at once tor him. He Is a
Boldier, and his sentence is one ot court-martia- l.

Tho term Is six months. Three have yet to run
" No report by tho Medical Commissioners Is

of any avail. It is not to be trusted. The
medical Inspectors do not seem to understand
the difference between idiocy and lunacy
between tho entire absence of a function or
organ and tho diseases of a function or organ.
This man A. 2. 11 will, I havo no doubt, be
able to tell his name, the naturo ot his offence,
the day of the month, the date of the beginning
nnd expiration of his sentence, and answer any
ordinary simple question; but that his mind is
diseased admits of no doubt. At present It la a
horrible duol between himself and the doctor.
The doctor is fighting for a theory. The man is
fighting for his life. I am anxious that the man
should win. But let the whole caso be exam-
ined into by experts who understand brain dis-
ease, and by people of humane toolings who
have still some common sense and somo pity.
Thore is no reason that the sentimentalist
should be asked to Interfere Ho always docs
harm.

"The caso is n special Instance of the cruelty
inseparable from a stupid system, for the pres-
ent Governor of Reading is a man of gcntlo and
humane character, greatly liked and respected
by all the prlsonors. He was appointed In July
last, and though bo cannot alter the rules of the
prison svstem, ho has altered the spirit in which
they used to be carried out under his predeces-
sor. Ho Is very popular with the prisoners and
with (ho warders. Indeed, ho has quite altered
the whole tone of the prison life. Upon the
other hand, tho system Is, of course, beyond his
reach as far as altering its rules Is concerned. I
have no doubt that ho sees daily much of what
he knows to bo unjust, stupid, and cruel. But
bis hands are tied. Of course I have no knowl-
edge of hit real vlows of tho case of A. 2.11, nor.
Indeed, of his views on our present system. I
merely judgo him by tho completo change he
brought about In Reading Prison. Under his
predecessor the system was carried out with tho
greatest harshness and stupidity."

Jubilee, tonjoura Jubilee! The subject no
longor has novelty to commend It, But to be in
London and even pretend to ignoro It is impos-
sible. In one way or another it confronts you at
every turn. The town is gradually nlllng up.
Not only are her provincial subjects flocking to
London to see the Queen, but every day wit-
nesses tho arrival of fresh crowds of foreign vis-
itors. In addition to tho ordinary civilized
guest paying guest, by the way, very paying
from America, the Continent, and tho colonies,
come the moro picturesque representatives of
all kind! of places and peoples.
Native troops and police of all sorts, sizes, and
colors are here Turkish Zaptlebs from Cyprus,
with their gorgeously decked ponies; Houssas
from tho gold coast, black as ebony; Draksfrom
Borneo, with murderous knives docked with locks
of hnlr, the origin of which it is perhaps wise not
to Inquire Into too closely all theso and many
others will make the procession of Juno
22 plcturcsquo in the extreme. Besides,
there are tho resplendent representatives of
Oriental potentates. The Cbineso visitors,
who arrived yesterday, twenty of them, ex-

clusive of servants, brilliant In silks of vari-
ous hue, would by themselves be enough to
decorate a whole procession. And indeed an
occasional gllmnse of something picturesque In
tho main streets of London Is very welcome. For
the city is taking ou a very unlovely aspect.
Armies of carpenters seem to have been called
in for the purposo ot dressing her In planks. St.
Paul's, the National Gallery, every building on
tho long route of tho procession Is clothed in
pine planking, and the effect Is vory strange.

An industrious contributor to a London
paper has boon getting together statistics
which show how the carponter just now is the
king of London, a king, too. so greatly In de-

mand that he bus been able to strtko for higher
wanes, and get them. From Hyde Park corner
to St. James's street, 1,1150 yards, dense wooden
frames will give seats to 3,310 people. HU

James's street, short as It Is, will find room on its
timber sholves for 2,250, and from St. James's
street to Regent street thcro will be a chain ot
seats 8,500 feet long In single, double, or treble
tiers. From this point to St,

Church tho stands erected will hold some
8,000. Tho Charing Cross station stand will
represent a mass ot 030 tons of wooil and 4j
tonsof iron In bolts, nuts, and nulls. The Strand,
Fleet street, Ludgato Hill, St, Paul's churchyard,
and Chcapslde havo eight or nine stands, with
a seating surface ot nearly 200,000 feot, which
will give a view to 132.218 onlookers. And to
on, the unwearying statistician piles up his
figures along tho whole route, winding up with
tho calculation that from start to finish tho
Queen will have been cheered, and perhaps seen,
by 22U,U10 men, women and chllaren seated on
temporary stands ot u total weight of 70,003
tons of timber and D01 tons ot Iron. Tho final
touch Is that theso seuts put end to end would
stretch sixty-tou- r miles.

How tho crowds in the streets will fare remains
to be seen. The pollco havo not yet Issued their
regulations. But the manager of tho London
Road Car Company fears that no tratflo will be
allowed on any part of tho route the whole day.
But If tralilc is allowed in the evening the omni-

buses will bo lot for tho purpose of viewing the
Illuminations, and the fore will be five guineas
$25 for the evening.

On the other hand, it trafHo Is forbidden on
tho groat night, tho same work and tat cunt
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fares will prevail tho next night. Tho London
cabby Is not looking forward to jubllco day with
any pleasure. Many ot tho cabmen declaro
that It will be useless to tako out their cabs at
all; they would have to pay tho usual prlco, and
would tako little or nothing In fares.

Nor Is the cabby tho only disappointed man.
In spite ot tho enormous crowds tho Juhlleo
fcstlvltlos will attract, tho soason Is likely to bo
Otnowhnt stunted andbarren, shorter than usual

and Its gayotlcs less diffused. Tho owner ot houso
property Is disappointed. Those who lcthousos
early have dono fairly well, but thoso who held
back for tho extravagant rents oxpectcd as tho
dny drew near aro finding themselves left. Flats
aro n drug In tho market, and thoso who refusod
to renew leases ou tho old terms now find them-
selves tcnnntless. Thoy nnd tho bouseowncrs
aro as badly off as tho speculators who bomtbt
up windows and frontages at enormous rents,
nnd now cannot let them nt any price. How se-

vere is tho slump Is shown by tho fact that
rooms for which $1,000 or ?1,500 was asked rt

s ago aro now being let for $100. But
whoever Is disappointed, whoever has failed to
grind his axe, it is plossant to bo nblo to sny
that tho central figure of tho whnlo celebration,
tho Queen, Is In excellent health nnd spirits,
better In fact than sho ban been within tho Inst
six yours, and tuklng tho grcatost personal In-

terest in all tho arrangements bolng nn.do for
her jubilee.

At a recent meeting ot tho Royal United
Bervlco Institution Col. E. C. Browne rcod a
paper of considerable interest on tho importance
of the rifle In modern warfare Col. Bronuo in-

sists that skilled Infantry will be all Important
In tho war of tho future. But evidently the
British army does not como up to his require-
ments. Ho maintained that skill, however
great. In shooting at n fixed mark, in any post-Ho-

was no guaruntoo ot accuracy Bucb as
would bo necessary undor tho conditions of ac-

tual fighting, when the object aimed at would
bo in movement nnd the marksman himself
would be in a hurry. Referring to tho shooting
of tho volunteer forces, which is superior to that
of tho regulir army, ho expressed his admira-
tion for the skill ot tho "Queen's sixty," but
gave his hearers a warning against the Impres-
sion that they would mako short work of any
number of Soudanoso or Burmu90 Dncolts. It
by no means followed that this would bo tho
case, as thoy never rehoarsod the work of shoot-
ing quickly, steadily. Individually, or In vol-
leys under conditions which would obtain
In combating a moving and ngilo enemy. Ho
referred to what bo called tho given
to tho British army in tho Boer war of indepen-
dence, when the young British soldiery, whoso
only training had been tho ranges, " found them-
selves not In it against the quick, accurate and
deadly flro of their opponents." Ho strongly
urged the necessity of shooting at dummies d

forward and backward, movlnif and
vanishing figures of men, and other devices
calculated to develop tho genius of truo marks-
manship. Future battles w oro not going to bo
won by the possession ot this rifle or of that, but
by the skill displayed In 1U uso. All modern
rifles of the first class wcro excellent, " exouisito
beyond the most sanguine dreams of tho.e
who fought with tho Brown Bess," but ho
maintained that no army has ever yet appeared
in tho field who could uso them properly.
"Should an army," ho said, "strong In cnurjgo
and enthusiasm, and composed of skilled shots,
appear one day upon somo European battlefield,
certain It was that tho effect of Its infantry fire
would be astonishing, and would more than
compensate for inferiority of numbers, nnd even
a lack of manoeuvring power." Excellenco In
rifle shooting he described as the pith and
marrow of modern soldiering. Tho 11 ro of a
skilled Infantry would in tho future be terrible.
With smokeless, noiseless powder, with rapid-firin-

rifles. It must bo

Since 1S0O somo very Interesting oxcavntlons
have been carrloa out at SlUhcster, ten miles
southwest ot Reading. The slto is that of n
Romano-Britis- h city, thoboundlngwall of which
is nearly two miles in circuit. Systematic ex-

ploration has brought to light public edifices,
temples, forum. Christian church, residences,
shops, traces of trades, and other evidences of
tho former exlstencs of a purely civil commu-
nity. The results of tho last year's work havo
been sent to tho Society of Antiquaries for ex-

hibition, and make a very Interesting display.
One Is the drawing by G. E. Fox of n fragment
of a colossal statue found in the basilica, which
probably represented the guardian deity of the
city, as it bears a municipal crown. Further
examples have been found of tho dyers' fur-
naces, shops and blcui hlng ground.

Another interesting discovery was a tub well,
which has been successfully brought out. Tho
well was sunk In tho native soil to tho depth re-

quired to reach tho water supply. A square
curb, formed of square oak balks about
4 feet long, dovetailed together, was laid on the
bottom. Upon it rested a round tub or linrrcl 3
feet in diameter, made of fir staves 3 feot 0
inches long by 5 Inches wide, tho whole hooped
with birch hoops. A Bccond tub was stood on
the top ot the first, and tho interspace between
the tubs and tho sides of the well was filled by
puggod clay well rammed In. Above this the
well was steened with flints.

Inemptylngaplt, a curious cutting, Ofeetdccp
and 3 feet wide, tapering to a foot at the
bottom, was disclosed and followed for 700 feet.
The discovery ot remains of iron collars at regu-
lar Intervals showed that a wooden pipe bad
been laid In the cutting, and It Is supposed that
it was for the purposo of bringing water from
the city ditch for the sorvlco of the public baths.
Many slabs of Purbeck marble, and of n purple,
green, and white Pyrenean marble, havo been
obtained. A small fragment ot Egyptian por-
phyry was found near tho oast gate, and a per-

fect whltewaro bottle-necko- d vase ot very ele-

gant shape Is one of the most valuable prizes.
During the past year there havo also been
brought to light a largo and Important bouse of
the court yard type, and two houses of the cor-
ridor type. Traces have also been found of what
were probably wooden structures. Roman wood
relics are very rare, owing to the perishable na-

ture of that material, consequently tho leg ot a
domestlo stool. In turned hard wood, although
broken, Is one of this year's most cherished rari-
ties. II. H. C.

TUB iriTTUAVS DirOUCE CASE.

Mrs. Wltthaus Asks for Increased Alimony
Pending a iult for Absolute Divorce.

Nrwnuno, Juno 5. Tho Wltthaus divorce
caso was revised before Judgo Hirsthberg here

Tho plaintiff is Mrs. E. F. Wltthaus,
and tho defendunt Dr. Rudolph A. Wltthaus,
Professor, of Chemistry and Physics in tho Uni-
versity of New York, and Professor of Chemis-
try nnd Toxicology in tho University of Ver-
mont. The income of Dr. Wltthaus Is given ns
$18,000 n year, and he is said to own a library
w orth 830,000 and to havo a laboratory worth
810,000, A separation from bor husband wis
ttmntud Mrs. Wltthaus by Judgo E. DsUnun In
1800. with alimony at the ram of S2.000 n year

nd $500 counsel fees. At that time Dr. Witt-au- s
first attemptod and failed to get a divorce

from bis wife. Ills failure was followed by the
successful effort of his wlfo to secure a Judicial
separation from him.

Mrs. Wltthaus doe not feel satisfied with the
amount of alimony she Is receiving, and there
bre other matters In connection with thucasp
as developed lit court Law j er Wuudoll
of New York moved for Increased ulliuony and
more coun--- l fees, pundlng action for absoluto
divorce. Ho urged Dr. Wltthnus's largo income,
and snld that $2,000 was not enough for Mrs.
Wltthaus in her enfeebled tondltlon, Ho said
Dr. Wllthaus got 5.000 fee In the Carlylo
Harris caso, and a similar fee In thoMyer case.
He said also that Mrs. Wltthaus now makes
twenty-fiv- e separato and distinct chargos of In-

fidelity against tho ph) slclun fioiu 1H33 to lBUO.
Lawyer Westbrook of Now York, for tho

said that the alimony hud always been
puld promptly nnd that tho decree of separation
by Judgo Dykmuu was an absolute bar whllo it
lusted of any further suits of this kind, He said
that Mrs. Wltthaus was not seriously ill Mid
lived In an expensive New York fiat. lie denied
emphatically that the doctor's Incumo was what
the plalntlfrs lawyer stated, and declared that
the fees said tn have been received woru greatly
overstated. He said that the suit was only
commenced to harass Dr. Wltthaus.

When Lawyer Wandcll returned to the fray
he did so with great warmth, saying that Dr.
Wltthaus had lived a double life for Teurs und
was at this time living In West Seventy-seve- n Hi
street In flue stylo with a tortuin woman, Ho
mentioned the woman's name, but so low that
no one heard it. Hu said he brought this suit
out of New York so that the newspaper would
not get hold of it. Judge Hlrschborg looked at
The Sun rcportor suggestively as hecald;

" Well, they'll never get hold ot It now,," and
then betook tht papon, '
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X.OVE TALE OK 1S03 TOVXD JW A
llAltllEL VXDEll THE TO 31 OS.

Kfceneter Pral.pd Man's Kr rt--
, Whsreea nary

Hissed Maid Kbenrser lie forgot to
nn the Wedding Dm Ttarrlnne C.rllll-t-at- e

Annexed stride Is HO How, IfAllvr,
Contractors J, K. Brown and Michael Rofrsno,

who havo tho contract for removing tho old
Tombs building, notified tho Water Purvoyor a
few days ago to shut oft the water supply from
the old Tombs. Word camo back that tho con
tractors would havo to do that themsolvcs, as
tho Water Purveyor's men wcro too busy, Tho
contractors then engaged a plumber to shut off
tho water, nnd tho plumber, after Investigating
the inattor, Bold that it would bo neces-

sary to cut n main pipe under tho
street, owned by tho city. Tho plumber
would not undcrtnko thu job bocauso ho
believed .it would mako him llahlo to
arrest. Contractors Brown and Itotrano then
notified tho firm of P. J. Cnrlln 4: Co., who havo
the contract to erect tho now City Prison on tho
slto ot tho old one. The Carllns tried to got tho
Water Purveyor to do tho Job, and three labor-

ers were sent to mnko nn Invobtlgntlon, Tho
laborers found tho big pipes leaking Into tho
old Tombs cellar, nnd It looked as If tho build-

ing adjoining, known as tho 1885 prison, would
bo undermined. Tho department luborers told
the contractors that tho water might waBti

away tho prison foundations, but that the de-

partment was busy on othor work, 'iho only
thing to be dono wai to make a dam in tho old
Tombs collar and throw tho water over to an old
sewer culvort.

Tho contractors put a gang of men to work for
this purposo In tho Franklin strco sld of tbo
cellar. Iu digging thcro thoy unearthed four
barrels of old records in what appeared to bo a
dungeon, used later ns a storeroom.

Ono of tho oldest of theso records was nn ap-

prenticeship indenture, dated Oct. 24, 1707, read-

ing as follows:

Mnlrd bv J. EarrUon, 1'orto' Ifa it. 8 JVo SHp.

" This Indenture Witnesseth, That Eliza-
beth Smith, of tho city of Now York hath put
herself and by these presents by and with tho
consent of her father, Robert Smith, of the said
city doth voluntarily, and of her own free will
and accord, put herself an apprenlioo to Mary
Murphy of tho city aforesald.Mllliucr. to learn
tho an trado nnd mystory of n milliner and
after the mnuuer of an apprentice, to servo from
thu day of tho date hereof for and during, and
until tho full end nnd term ot six years
eiclit months and 11 v dajs next ensu-
ing: Durln nil uf which tlmo tho slid
apprentice her said mistress shall faith-
fully serve, her secrets keep, her lawful
commands c ory w bore readily obey: She shall do
tiudaiiiaKO to her Haid mistress: tihe shall not
waulo her said mistress's goods nor lend them
unlawfully tonny: She must not contract mat
rluiuny w llhln tho said term: At Curds, Dice, or
uny other unlawful game uho shall not play,
whereby her said mistress mur he damage:
Sho shall neither buy nor sell: Mie shall not
absent herself day or night from her said

service, nor haunt Alo houses, Taverns
or but In all things behave as a
mi'liful apprentice ought to do. And the said
mistress shall uso her utmost endcator to
tench, or cause to bo taught, or instructed
the Kaid apprentice In the trade or mystery
of n milliner, and procure nnd provide for
her siirtti'lent food, drink, washing, lodging and
apparel fitting for unapprentlcc.durlng thesald
term. And for the true performunco of all nnd
singular tho covenants nnd agreements afore-
said, the said port let bind thtmelvcseach untu
tho other firmly by these present'. In witness
whereof!, the suld parlies have Interchangeably
set their bunds and seals hereunto. Dated tho
21th Day of October, in tho 20th year of the In-

dependence ot tho United States of America and
tn tho year of our Lord. One Thousand, Seven
Hundred and Nlnctv-sevc-

her
KuzAiiKTti X Smith.

mark.
"Sealed and delivered

In tbo presence of
" Euenezer F. Burling, Mary Murphy.
"Cath. Shermiin. Robort Smith."

Another of theso documents, showing tpat
Alexander Stewart of Ballycastle, In the county
of Antrim, was apprenticed to Mr. John llartlcld
to learn the trado and mjstery of a carpenter,
w.i dated Sept. V. 1700.

Many of the apprenticeship papers found in
the Tombs bear English und Irish seals.

Among a batch of dispossess notices was one
ordering Pblneaa Barton to remove forthwith
from tho premises, 07 Duano strcot, ownod by
James Murrey. Bartuu whs ordered to move
from tho building on or before Slay '7, 1823, or
show causo nt the Millce office in tho City Hall.

One of the docuiiirnts la the record ot nn ex-

amination held before Jacob De La Montague.
Special Justice, dated Nov. 10, 1603. Ebcnozor
Jauui, 211 years old. is charged with refusing to
marry Mary Ratlcrty, 20 years old. In her
complaint she says:

The said Ebenezer came to my mothers
bouse in tho spring of tho year, and camo two
and sometimes four uvcnlngs in each week ut
tho summer. Uu did say to me, deponent, these
words: 'Mary, jour eyes are tho lUbts that
shoot forth lire that burni my soul, and if )oti
do uot promise me while I kneel before that I
only you fclmll wed. I shall this night pass from
earth over tho keen blade of this knlfo.' And
thesald Ebenezer did produce a knife, where-
upon said deponent wild: 'I shall marry you,
whereupon said deponent kissed said Ebenezer.
and suld Ebenezer kissed said deponent, and
said EtH'uezer said: ' Wo shall bo married on
September 4 In the evening.' But on the said
4tb day of September thesald Ebenezor did uot
appear, w hen said doponent waited then and
now for said Ebenezer.

The disposition made of the caso wns shown
In a marriage certificate nttaehod to the papers
datwl lit e days after the bearing before Justice
De Ln Moutugne. It the bride Is still living she
is 110 years old.

Looking over thn documents of more recent
date. Joun O'Conner, tho foreman of the gang of
turn tearing down tho Tombs, found the fol-
lowing:
"'('tn of New York, es.

" William Launder, brought up and examined,
says that hu Is 32 years of age; has it wlfo here
and throe children In England: left England for
this place, where himself and wlfo arrived in
the Isaac Hicks packet about the 23d of August
or September, 1(525; came hero with letters to
Sir. Emmet in order to recover nn estnte which
was left to him nnd others; first went to llvo
at Sykes's, and was thore four months
when Sykes ran off und cheated him
out of his wages; then went and
kept a billiard tablo ut 30 Held street, from
thenro to 51 Division street, where bokept a
bookshop; left that and kept a billiard table In
the "Paul Pry House," Bowery, nnd quit there
about the latter part of July last, and now
lodges In Catharine street at Harrison s, No. 45,
where ho pa vs two shillings n woek for a room.
IIo keeps Wilson's accounts and does his llttlo
business about tho city, for which he receives
nbout thrco or four dollfira a week Just ns ho
wants It, and that Is the way that ho
lives at prcsont. Most of his clothes, ftp.,
are In plcilgu at Stovcnson's In Chatham
streot, Wilson carries on n basket factory at 75
Dlvltlon street, and has six men tn his employ.
Tnrro Is no particular ngreement betweon tho
examined and Wilson, nnd examined Is em-
ployed there till he can get remittance from his
mother In England and then return there. Mr.
Wllum furnishes Mr. Knowlton of Broadway,
n willow bnjket and toy shop keener, with
baskets, wagons, &c and tho book now hero
show Ing the work is kept by deponent. Wilson
can scarcely write his name.

"Taken 20: Oct. 1 827.
Abraham Wnkonting.

"This man Is u supposed forger. Discharged
from cUBtody."

llorols nnotber sampleof court examinations,
which showed that In tho twenties It was
dangerous far an n resident to get
into New York:

"City of Now York, as.
"Churles Armstrong, brought up with a largo

quarter of fresh park, says that ho bought It this
morning before daylight In thu Chatham Market
for thirteen shillings from a roan. Is 20 years
of ago. Works In Jorsoy and lives there. Sus-
picious; cause, bus no homo in this city,

"Taken down this 22d Oct'r, 1827.
" J. HorsoK."

Tbo Indorsement on the papers shows that the
pork was taken away from Charles, und that ho
or the pork was discharged two days after thu
pork had been committed to the Bridewell.
Hero is tho indorsement:

.V. V. )
vs. 1'ork.

Charles Armstrong, )
111) Oct.. 1SH7.

Oct. 33 Pork l lo HrlJew.ll.
oot. as Di.chsmou-- c.

Here ore two peculiar utllduvita picked up In
the Tombs cellar;
City of Sovr York, is.

Jacob Iludsou, a Llsok, of 187 Asthooy street, betas
duly sworn, soj s tbit on tho KUIbot October, ISilT,
tiaturdsy afternoon, s bluck woman who suit her
natno wubutin, askod ULerty of drponeat to leave a
looking- fcl a basket, a shawl, and a bM at Ueio-prut- '.

homo for a Hills while and sha would call and
take the in away, and said stir was coins to com. back.
Deponsut bath not soen the said boson sloes, and
have brought the articles to tho police otUoe. Nei.r
bf fore saw Susan. bis

bworu ILI. 8d JACOB x HUDSON.
Octr., 181)7, mark.
J. llopsim.

Busau builib. now living with sirs. Cuaila next to
sir. Hunker In llrosdwsr, being duly sworn, saysi

That tbo d goods, vte.i a looking
glass, a tiaskat, a shawl, and a bed Is her property,
and thai she left tueui at ths bouse of Hudson, 127
Aatuony, and ths receipt of the liuno Is hereby ao
knowledtred.

bwurnibla Oct, 1887. J, Ilorsos.
J. Hopson also acknowledged the affidavit ot

Watchman Forbcll, who swore that one David
Peck did on Oct. 20 lead a cow through the
Bowery and "sossed" said watchman for asking
said David where be was going with the cow.
Said watchman arretted said David for bcinr"uy,"

NOTES OF LEGAL EVESTS,

Ono of the most Important decisions an-

nounced during tho week has been that of Judgo
Charles 11. Slmonton of the Circuit Court ot tbo
United 8tatrs In tho Fourth Circuit, In reference
to tho South Carolina Dispensary law. This
statute docs not prohibit tho salaof liquor In
thoBtato, but recognizes tbo liquor trattlo ns
legitimate nnd proper, and simply attempts to
restrict the business to tho establishment known
ns tho State Dispensary and to somo eighty sub-

ordinate dispensaries, maintained under tho
sanction of the Stnto Government ltsolf. Judgo
Blmonton holds that tho Stnto cannot Ihus en-

gage In the liquor traffic nnd nt tho samo tlmo
forbid ths importation ot liquor in tho original
packages from other parts of tho Union, or Its
sale In such packages for personal uso and con-

sumption. Such a prohibition Is doclarod to bo
an Interference with Interstate, tommerco which
tho Federal Constitution will not permit. Tho
decision practically nullifies the South Carolina
Dispensary law, and doatroys tho monopoly In
tho liquor business which tho Stnto Bought to
sot up for itself.

In Terns, ns well as In South Carolina, an In-

teresting question of constitutional law con-
cerning tho liquor trnfilo has Just been

Tho Constitution of Toxas provides
for a popular vote In particular localities to
determine from tlmo to tlmo whether tho
snloof Intoxicating liquors shall bo prohibited
within the county, town, or city lltnits. Tho
legislature passed a local option law, under
which such voto could bo taken, but this act
declared that n voto In favor ot prohibition
should uot bo construed to prohibit tho anln nf
wines for sacramental purposes nor alcoholic
stimulants ns medicines. Tho validity of tho
statuto was attacked on account of this declara-
tion, but the Court of Criminal Appeals has held
that this part ot tho act does not affect Its prin-
cipal provisions, which direct tho submission to
tho pooplo of tho precise question prescribed In
the Constitution. Tho court Intimated that
thcro had nover been any evil In tho snlo of In-

toxicant fur medicinal uses or of wlno for
eacrainontul purposes, und that the general Ian
guugo usod In tho Constitution could hardly bo
deemed to apply to tho disposition of liquor or
wlno undor such circumstances.

The announcement comes from Albany that
tho Statutory Revision Commissioners lira nbout
to undertako to revise theCodoof Civil Pro-

cedure on an entirely now plan. Tbls schema
contemplates a dl lslon of the existing code into
four separate and distinct statutes to be known
respectively as tho Judlcbiry luw, the Descend-
ants' Estate law, tho Justices' Court law, and
the Codo of Civil Procedure. In other words,
n good deal ot matter will bo tnkenout of the
Codo of Civil Procedure that never ought to
havo been put there at all; for such a codo
should contain only those provisions ot law
which relato to tho conduct of suits nnd other
proceedings In tho courts. Tho separation of
theso regulations from the mass of substantive
law that bus been Incorporated Into the Codo of
Civil Procedure In the past twenty years would
bo an Improvement; but we foar that tho elabo-
rate scheme doW-c- d by the Statutory Rovlsion
Commissioners will only result In greater com-
plication and contusion in our statutes than al-

ready exist. Tho courts will have quite a task
for some tlmo to come to deal with tho questions
presented by tho Greater Now York Charter. A
new Code ot Civil Procedure would add a great
burden to their labors, and those of the bar.

The assumption that tho mnrphlno habit may
be an Inducing causo of kleptomania eWdcntly
Induced tho Middlesex County Sessions to deal
Indulgently with Jane Qrccn, "a lady of good
position." who was recently charged before that
tribunal with tholaricny of "a lox of Turkish
delight." Tho defondant rlcnded guilty, but
her counsel assured the bench that sho was in
no want of money, but hail sufficient means to
enable her to live comfortably, and nsked that
sbebe treated leniently on tho gTound that the
theft was due to tho effects ot the excessive use
of morphine. It appeared that sho had con-

sumed as much as nlncty-sl- grains of morphine
in a singlo week. The magistrate suspended
Judgment, upon tho defendant gllng security
In JB50 to appear forsontenco when required.
The quantity of morphine taken by this lady
was very large, but not equal to tho enormous
dofes endured by habitual opium caters. Do
Quluecy's daily consumption of laudanum was
equivalent to 574 grains of morphlno, nnd there
Is a case on record w hero 120 grains w ere taken
nt onco without producing death.

Tho technicality of the criminal law of Toxas
Is proverbial, and Is aptly Illustrated by a recent
decision of tho highest criminal court in that
State. The defendant wns prosecuted for shoot-
ing into a church. Tho complaint upon which
ho was arrested chargod him with shooting Into
St. Paul's Methodist Church. The information
lor formal accusation corresponding to nn in-

dictment, upon which ho wns brought to trial)
charged him with shooting Into St. Paul's
Church. Tho Court hold that there were two
distinct names, and might be entirely different
places, and that the information ought to have
been quashed on account ot tho variance.

A stay of proceedings, of indefinite duration,
nppoars to have been obtained in tho caso of
Theodore Durrant, who is under sentence of
doath for tho mtinlcr of Blanche Lamont in the
bell tower of u church in San Francisco In April,
1805. Since his conviction was affirmed by the
Supreme Court of California, repeated efforts
bavo been made In bis behalf to procure a re-

view ot the caso in the courts of the United
States on the ground that various Federal ques-

tions w ere involved. Theso have at last been so
successful that Circuit Judge William B. Gilbert
of Portland, Or., has granted Durrant's counsel
leavo to appeal to tho Supremo Court ut Wash-
ington from nn order of tho Federal Court nt
San Francisco denying nu application for a w rlt
of habeas corpus. Pending this nppcal proceed-
ings for tho execution of tho prisoner aro stayed,
and tho appeal cannot be heard until tho Su-

premo Court of tho United States meets In Oc-

tober. Chief Justlco Bcatty of the State Su-

preme Court somo weeks ago refused to grant u
writ of error to take tho caso to the United
States Supreme Court, saying: "It does not "li-
near that any right secured to tho petitioner by
tho Constitution or lnws of the United States
has been denied or violated and no such ques-

tion has been presented by tho record." Hu wns
thus evidently of tho opinion that there was no
IVderal question lo review, although ho dis-
sented, when tho caso was in his own court,
from ll)o action of the majority in ufilruiiug tho
judgment against Durrant.

On Friday, in the Orphans' Court In Philadel-
phia, Presiding Judgo Hanna decided that tho
new Pennsylvania stuluto imposing a direct In-

heritance tax of 2 per rent, upon personal
property In excess of $5,000 was unconstitu-
tional und void. Tho Constitution of Pennsyl-
vania provides thut all tnxes ahull bu uniform
upon the same class of subjects, within the ter-

ritorial limits of tbo authority levying tho tax;
that the Geiioral Assembly may exempt publio
property, places of religious worship, places ot
burial, and Institutions ot purely publio charity;
and that "all laws exempting property from
taxation othor than tho property above enum-

erated shall bo voftl." Tho Court holds that this
lust provision Is violated by tho direct In-

heritance tax law In so far ns It assumes to
property from taxation thereunder to tho

extent of $5,000 In the case of each decedent.

A Just rebuko was recently administered to a
member ot the Ocorgia bar In Bibb county iu
the course of a trial for assault with Intent to
commit murder. The prlsonor'd counsel argued
to the jury that no great harm would have been
dono to society, and that the law would not huvo
been seriously outraged if bis client had slain
the man whom be assaulted. Judge William J.
Folton, Jr., who was holding the court, would
not tolerate this llnoot argument, and compelled
counsel to abandon it, but in finishing his re-

marks, by way ot reprimand, he said: " It is, un-

fortunately, too close to the truth that tho pres-
ent state of tho public mind almost Justifies the
assertion that punishment Is more certain to bu
Imposed for the killing ot a dog than for the'kill-in- g

of a man." The .Viviliuiai i'rras prnln'-- .
Judgo Folton for his course, and tho evils which
ho criticises must bo widespread if it be true, us
is stuted, that n singlo Judge In Atlanta has
sentenced forty murderers wlthlu tho lust twelve
months and yet there has been only ont execu-- i
Upn,

THE MISSISSIPPI.

AXD TUB MISCHIEF IT MAKES.

Bonsf Important Observation from One or Ilia
IMo.t CemertMst Crltlra or the Pay The
I.lnr I'poii Which st tlrrnt and ersilei-In- g

linalneerlns; Problem May He ftolved.

To Tim EtttTon or The Sun Sir : TttK St'N of
May 30 contained at) nnonymous nrtlclo In

of tho le ee system from which the writer
Is compelled to dissent. With no personal In-

terest In the question whatever ho must protest
against n s) stem which In tho opinion of com-

petent and practical onglnocrs will cnuso great
destruction ot llfo and property, nnd inovlt-abl-

It persisted In, render tho lowor Mis-

sissippi Valley uninhabitable and causo tho
of ths plantations.

Tho opinion of tho writer, ns set forth In the
Sundny Issue at TiiR Si'N of May 23, Is that no
single system yet proposed neither tho levee,
tho outlet, tho revetment, or tho Jotty will tmlve
tho problem; but thcro must boa combination
of all, Intelligently applied to existing conditions
by skilful tnglncors nftor careful study of lo-

calities; but more ofilctont than any, nnd ono
that has bocn apparently overlooked, is a sys-

tem, not of low water outlets, but of high wator
wasto weirs, that will have no Influence upon
tho ordinary navigable singe, but will rellove
tho excess In flooJ and provent crevasses by sub-

stituting permanent facilities for dlschnrgo.
This prlnclplo has been universally recognlzod

In tho construction of cannls. When, in time of
excessive rnlns, the feodors of the summit lovols
bring In sufficient water to endanger the bunks
and cause miniature crevasses, every onglncor
who understands his business will provide wasto
weirs, over which tho water pours when it has
reached a certain level and Is discharged by the
natural water courses ot tho country.

That n prlnclplo so well known and so con-

stantly applied In canal engineering should not
havo been recomlzcd nnd utilized In tho Im-

provement and protection of the Mississippi Val-

ley Is beyond comprehension. Nothing has ct er
been suggested that can compare In efficiency
with a properly arranged system of waste weirs.
There are a number of joints where a large por-

tion of tho flood waters of the Mississippi could
be turned Into tho Atchafnlaya and other sec-

ondary streams, and discharged by short cuts
Into tho Uulf. If tho ridges west of the St. Fran-
cis mid cast of tho Yazoo were not too high to
bo cut through by a reasonable expenditure of
capital, an Inimeuso volume of tbo flood waters
could bo diverted into streams which havo not
half thu distance to tho Gulf, and by Increased
slope would gito a moro rapid discharge.

It may bo suggested that even a cutof con-

siderable depth, to secure a connection with a.

secondary stream, might not bo beyond the
limits of reasonable expenditure. As the ma--,

terlal Is entirely alluvial, a stream, small at
first, would eoon cnlargo Itself, and would do the
work of transportation in effecting such en-

largement.
Col. C. P. Goodyear has demonstrated that

dynamite can boused as a most effectlvo agent
to loorcn largo quantities of material to bo
transported by ocean or othor carriers. In this
way ho has Increased tho depth of water on the
outer liar at Brunswick, Ga., from 14 to 25 foot
with an expenditure of capital only about one-tent- h

of that usually required, and no good
reasons can bo assigned why dynamite could not
bo usod lu the cnl lrgcmeut of rivers as well as of
ocean channels. The velocity of flow In tho cut-
offs would be greater than In tho malu stream
und the material thrown In would be carried to
tho mouths of the secondary streams, which
strcnmsmlght in many cases be straightened and
tho velocity nnd transporting power Increased
or I'uiitngori someoi uie uorsesuue uenas.

Thu reader Is referred to tho article of May 23
for n moro detailed explanation of tho proposed
ByMemof Improvement.

Your correspondent of May 30 Is nn advocate
of continuous levees, but the arguments by
w hlch his positions are supported appear to be
fallacious. Thoy will be briefly considered.

It Is claimed that slnco the levees of the
lower Mississippi have been strengthened they
have not broken, and tho coucluslon reached Is
that if all the levels were made ot equal
strength crevasses would be Impossible. This is
n great mistake nnd may lead to most serious
consequences. Tho strong lovees were unbro-
ken simply bocnuso the weaker ones gave way.
There must tie relief somewhere, and this Is so
well understood that the strong levers must
often tic protected by Urge forces of armed
nit'ii to prevent owners ot plantations on the
opposite sldii of the river from cutting them to
provido an outlet for discharge and thus pro-
tecting their own property at the expense of
their neighbors.

Before preparing the article of May 23 the
writer procured and read hundreds of pages of
reports, testimony, argument, and discussions,
and sought to eliminate error and discern tho
truth. The facta disclosed are at variance with
the statements of your correspondent of May 30.

It is asserted that the bud of the stream has
not ben rising: that, on tho contrary, the bed
of the river has been deepening nnd the area of
discharge Increasing, so that the height ot floods
lu the future must diminish and not increase

Nothing can be moro unreasonable or contrary
to fact. Iheroieaacourlu portlous of tkerivr
In times of tlood, but it is not continuous. Ths
tendency is to dig boles and form shoals. In
narrow places, with levees or high banks, a scour
will carry ofT material from theTbottom. but this
material will be quickly deposited when an en-
larged cross section is reached. If the river were
straight, the cross section uniform, tho velocity
and the volume constant, conditions would be
widely dltleront, and theories which apply to
such assumed and impossible conditions do not
tit the extreme variations that actually exist.

It Is an established fact that an immense mass
of material Is brought Into tbo Mississippi by tho
tributaries, and that the finer particles only
reach thcllulf. Whuthocoinctof the remainder
and nf tho additional mat-- s abraded from the
bank by the action of the currents I With free
overflows a largo portion of tbls material would
form deposits upon tho vnmps and low lands,
but with continuous levees of sufficient height
nnd strength to control tho floods the only placo
of deposit would bo tho bed ot tho river, nnd to
RFFcrt that theso deposit would not cause the
bed to rise would bo contrary to fact and to
common senso.

If, as geologists assert, the delta extends from
the mouth of the Ohio to the passes at the jetties,
then the level at tho commencement of the

must have Lern tho level ot the sea, and
tho subsequent rise from deposits has been more
than SOO fret, not only lu the bed of the stream,
but over hundreds of square miles nf area.

it hat been stated that one-hal- f tho water
brought into the Mississippi in time of flood
from tho tributaries overflows upon tho low
lands, whore there ure no levees, nud nfter de-

positing Its burden of earthy material, finds Its
war to the Gulf through the swamps and sccv
omlary channels, and to that extent relieves the
main stream, so that authorities assert that the
flowat Lake Pi evidence. New Orleans, und tho
lower Mississippi generally Is only about one-ha- lf

of the volume thnt It would be necessary
for tho river to discharge If loveos wore built so
high, strong, and continuous as to prevent any
nvai-ftnt-

In tho consideration of tho Mississippi prob-
lem some facts must be borne In mind.

In the ordinary stase of water tho fall Is said
to bo 5 inches pr mile from Cairo to Memphis, t
Inches from Memphis lo Vtcksburg, 3tj Inches
from Vlcksburir to tho mouth of the Red Itivrr,
2 Inches froui the mouth of Red River to New Or-
leans, and only 1 inch or loss from New Orleans
to the Uulf,

The material carried Into the Gulf Is so fins
that if a quart of the water be placed In a glass
jnrnndsnt away to scttlo It requires ten da) for
the water to bncoino dear, and yet tho quantity
of this uiatcrlnl carried Into the Gulf is so enor-
mous that since 1H38 the fill ten miles out from
the pauses has bcrn U20 foet, which, ut the sumo
rate continued. It bus been estimated would
carry it to the surface In eighteen years.

In thu faco of these facts Is It safe to assume
that, with any possible expenditure of capital,
levees could be constructed so hlghnndsostiung
ad to conllno und contract double tho minimum
vuliimeof flood wntcr that has ever been dis-
charged heretofore T That all tho material from
thu tributaries which has been and Is now de-
posited In tho Bwanips, and aids In their
ri'tlnmnttnn, together with tho washings from
thu hunks, will bo carried Into the Gulf and nono
of It deposited upon the bed I If nil this

sliould iHtiitposllod in the Gulf it would
bt IiinioKzilbln to maintain n nuvlguhlu channel,
und New Orlpans would become unlnlnnd city.

Your correspondent further status that In re-
gard to the recent rlsu In thn river, so much
creator tliuii ever before, an effort will lie mado
by n convention soon to ha held lo show that It
wns not duo to any rise In thu river hod, hut In
tho greater voluino of thu river resulting from
Ibfdcsiriictlonof thoforestsand Ihnttlw amount
of thu discharge has nearly doubled In the past
thirty years.

The Information Ib not given at what point
this discharge wns Increased, If nt n point nn
tho lower river it would bo more roiiMUisl.lo to
charge tho double discharge to the extension nf
tho leveta rntht r than to thu thu
forests, If tho safety v ulves are closed and over-
flows along tho upper rl'er proveniud, a much
iargor voluino must ho sent below. The principal
volume i omen from the Missouri and other trib-
utary h flow Ing through prulrlcs, where there
are nn foresis, and thn effect of forest destruc-
tion bus no doubt been overestimated,

The onlv solution of the problem of tho Missis-
sippi consists:

1. In reducing thu voluino of flood discharge
in tho main stream to a minimum by diverting
tho greatest practicable amount iutii thuseenn-dai- )

channels b t and by wasto vvclra nf
permanent char icter ut such elevation as not to
drain iho st renin below thu stagu requited for
navigation.

2. In the Improvement of the secondary
streams so as to rut off horsesboo bends and
facllltalo a rapid discharge into the Gulf.

, IafadUUUnKthtdioilUoid!mMttoth

greatest possible extent upon the swamps n( ;H
low lands of tho secondary streams tut tho don JH ItM
blc purposo of reclaiming and enriching tliolarv .VJ, flM
and ot removal of material which must otlioi rt J L1LH
wise form deposits upon thobed.ornt tno Jol ,1 jUH
ties, nnd thus become) serious obstructions ', teYM
navigation. ' 7HThe-s- suggestions arc of n general rharactei ibbV
no invnrlablnruloormodoof construction cat j 'Hbe prescribed. Plans limit bo controlled by 10 t 'iM
calltlna nnd conditions, nnd It Is a mistake to of WH
sumo that tho levco system or any other syston iMwill Mono glvo satisfactory results; thcro nun !sH
bo combinations and variations, tho deterinlns ,-

- m
Hon and application of which must txi left tolls $
engineer In charge IIkiimvn HaOIT. ? M
jirjti. ojMrr.t.v nM.vrff . Dtronon lfl

ays Her llnabantt Una RamtillibFri n Yettss) fl ,t M
Woman tn is Flat. 'J ,' H

Mary 8. G rattan, tho wlfo of Wllllnm E. Qra 5 "H
tan, tho receiving teller of the First Nation. J iH
Bankln JcrsoyClty. hns fllod a rctltlon In th iJM
Court of Chancery for divorce. Tho marrlapj j j hH
look placo on April 10, 1877. Tho brldowns th j i )

daughter of Garret M. Olmstead. When Ml If .

Olmstcnd died he left a largo share of his foi j H
tuno lo his daughter. Mr. and Mrs. 0 ratios, ,a ,'
went to llvo with tho widow In o largo doubli ,j ;ii'H
brow nstono housu In Konsliigtounvcnuc. Twi j iMH
children, a boy nnd a girl, wcro lorn. The gin , 'H
died nnd the boy Is now about 17 years old. ',

Tho estiunKomcnt began nliout n 5 car ago rJM
Tho family had removed to Glftonl place, nnd 1(

order to keep ur appearances nnd provent scan a fiH
dalMr. and Mrs. Grnttuit continued to ocoupi f) I'M
the same house, although thoy wore notoi tt ;JB
spcnklng terms, Mr. Grntton escorted his win 3 fl
to sotlety function, and so fur as tho publll V m
could observe tho) we-r- devoted to each othei 3 tv

MrH.Gruttnii alleges In bor bill of complain! ! f,i
that her husband established n young woman II K V

n hndoincly furnished fiat In West Thirty 4 U
eighth street, this tlty, and that ho visited tht X fc

flatfit;iuently. Tho specific dates mentioned 3'are Jan. 2lt, Feb. 1, and May 1. 1H0I1. Tho unml , M M
of tbo young woman Is not known to Mrs. Ura - m
ton, but sho alleges that Mr. Orattan isnowll;
ing with her. airs. Orattan Is living with hsi .1 V;

mother and son lu Gilford placo. , m y
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WR1STCTS ill.MiUAC vms niv. tB'i'
Sunrises,... 4 30 Sunsets... 7 27 MoouseU..ll 41 'WM

1UQ1I WATEU THIS 111V. ' ' SB V
Sandy nook. 12 S3 Uov. Ul'd.l 1 01 Hell Oat... 1 41 Sj K

ArrlTUt SinuiDiT, June 6. 91 ;

t Etruria, Ferguson, LWerpoot Slay 8 and Quseao L
town uotb. ID IV

Ks Paris. XVatktns, Southampton May at). ft! W
Es TTlntdalo, Uf nlrs, Antwerp. 11! v .

6s Wbltehall. Mills, at. Vincent, C. V.
8s Vinirlra, Thomson, Progroso. 'AS V

8e Athos, Owen, Port I.tmoit ,.

B. Ouraodotte, Parts. Norfolk. 1'
Bark i. II. lUbol, Mltcbell. Rosarlo. .jg fj

for later arrlTals see first Pare. AX

Aiuuvan otrr. nft
St Cevle, from lfew York, at Liverpool. J j 4

SIGHTED. j ', ft
Bs TJmbrla, from New York for Liverpool, passed i i'?Queenstown. !Ia

un.cn raoti fosxios roati. '&3Q$tlS
Bs Bt. Paul, from Southampton for New York. , 4l rM
Bs Uampsnla, trow I.lreriioot for Nw York. JJ K3I
Be La Champagne, from If arro for New York. ' K, j IM
Ba Frltsland. trom Antwerp for Sew York. S'liSl
Bu Bremen, from Ilrenirn for New York. sBiKal
Ba Amsterdam, from Amsterdam for New York. ' ? gjpl

ocToorao srzAKjnirs.
Sail

tIkIi
siitsV

UalU Close. rnul Sofia, rotfrM
Ktsstsalppl. London PaSali Tuttdav. June rt. Mfjsi
HaTel. Bremen 7 00AM 10 00 A H alComancbe. Charleston 8 00 F si 3itMrf
Kansas City. Savannah bOOPU !$Sail HtdneHlav. June 8. AjsL
Parti. Southampton 7 00AM 10 on A M m$W
Uermanlc. Urerpoot 0 00 A it ISflOM tHISF-
Routhw ark, Antwerp 0 00AM 11 00 A S JISJ
Beneca. Havana 1 00 P It Boo p )j Bt-J- f

El Mar, New Orleans. 8 00PM Wi

UtCOMTSO STBUtUHXTS. Jft'&l
X Mpi

fttrathnllan Hamburg Mr)l fl
Manhattan Liverpool slay IS aj,
Barbarous May S3 tftE,
Oritno Gibraltar MaySO ntrf
Jane Eelsall Olbraltar May j
Deloorayn Bt. Lucia Mar ST I 0
La Bratanie Havre Hay SB 1
Aatllta Nassau Juno I JJ

Ihw Xondav, Juns 7. v,
Yeendam .Botterdam. May If yiwi
Anchorta. Olasnow .Hay 91 0Jt
Vrnesuela. LaUuayra. Juno 1 ISA
El Klo New Orleans June 8 j

Louisiana. New Orleans June 0 $$
Alter Bremen May IB , I U
Bovlc. Liverpool, May , v
Saratoga Havana Jons 8 If
AUeRbsnv Port Union r
Kansas City Savannah June 4 6

j.

Iue 7utia, Jund 8. (t v $
Mohawk London May 8T t
state or Nebraska Olasjow May 18 JB,
Noordland Antwerp May (9 m'
St. Cuthbert Antwerp May S3 i; f
Tartar Prince St. Lucia. May 81 fll",
Kneces Galveston June a Jit I'
City of Blnnlnitbam.... Savannah. June 0 -- A'i

lu. Wtdtutday. Junt 9. Si V

Teutonto Liverpool June 8 3y j
Kalsor Wllhelm II Gibraltar May 81 'Ji
Idaho London Mays m'i
Yucatan. Havana Juno 8 tU-i- ,

Robert narrowing Glbr.dlar Mav5 1 ,5
Aluonquln Jacksonville June 8 il ,

Pratorta. bt. Thomas June 4 H--
Xlue Thurtdav, June 10. M h

Saalo Bremen June 1 i

Mlchlssn London May :'Patrla Olbraltar May 8 ifbr,
Ilichinond nil! 01as;jw May 2T 5BF
Colorado Hull MaytJ f "I
Ell'aao New Orleans June 8 J

Xue Friday. June It. j;M .'

Campania. Liverpool Juno 8 H ' .

bt.raul Southampton Juris 8 1

Augusta Victoria Hamburg June 8 B j
Ktentdn Lulso en MaySO 5,,
Advance Colon June B j

gSujsiufUis notices jit
Club men and alt other roimolMseiim or roo4 j! (,

liquors never allow them to bu spoiled by the adds, J
Hon of Impure mineral waters and always ask fof .H'i

CAUL II. SCUULTZ'S. I S

"1 '"

IM. Clark. Restaurateur, ltd St. Menus and est!. t
mates for receptions; rooms for dinners aadauppsrf. J 1

a
Pr. Slegert's Anaoeturm meter Is known sU irK.

over the world. u i

Crematories am the rrmeterloa or tbo Jt
future r. . fltf.MATIttx Ctl., .!.,) M Has! 3
Houston ut., Jvew York. Visitors iveluomo. ,

'PHI. KFSMCO fTMKTintV -I- 'rlvstn station, liar. .j
1 tern Kalltiiadi 4.1 minutes' ride from the Qrauft I

Central Popol, Offloe. 10 i.st t'j I st

.Special Notices.
"" r.rr.y imsmtmki.. 1 1 nrii. (J

Written guarantee 111 ci.r c.ue. .No failures, --'i
Treatment 1 aluli . Male and feui vie 1111 dlcul at .' t
teudsuu. Iluur. Ill A M In 5 I' 31 I unaultatlua
free. U4I Uriis'lMav UltoVJ j

HTKSlU'lltPRr l.i;ilIVI. lli.-- t II llrnwnCn j
nil tile., laJl iiMh situ lii,s and red) In.;, j

jUrlifliotiji oticf..
At'bOUTH ClR'HCIl, Mi.lU.'U av, aUiPtHUA IS. '

Terry, D. U., paslvr. " .
aerrlots atUA.il.

M ')

., . . ,. .. . - i.v rf 4fi

lvrurajn.iijP. ft
DKWIS UAISKI-- Ou Wednesday. June 2. 189T, Uf

by the Uov. Charles E. Llttlo of West Slda Avenut ft
M. E. Church. Ida Corey, daughter of A. O. W. H

llankln. to Howard Vincent Dcnuls. both of Jersey lb
City. fc

HeFADDBX 8TIVKHI tn rtf rson. N. J., at ths Jtj

Church of the Redeemer. Wedueeday. Juna t, tj
1HH7, by the Rov. David Magte, D. D, Martha t
Wilcox Stivers and Oeorge Howard McFaddea, fR

M. B , of llickenav-k- . N. J. f
BTUltUS HTiL'lX. On Saturday, June B, at Ba, U

Agtu-s'- s Chapel, New York city, by the Rev. Dr.

Kdward A. lira lley, rtslo buiull. daughter of tho ffl ,

late Thomas LcvanSinull, to Charles Piatt Stom. rfj

X3X3SX3. t
JJIU'MI.-- At his rcsldeuco, I1H West A9tu St., Ml ij

Thursday, June 8, after a lingering Illness. CharlM
n. llrush, In bis SOth year. vj

Relatives and friends are luvlted to attend tba ,3
funer 1 services at the Central Presbyterian
Church, 07th st., between Uroidway and 7th av Y

on buuday, June 8, ut '. V. M. ",i
Ul'KlllV On Saturday, Mh lust., Rev. L. J, auertm, 5

pastor ot bt. Andrew 't Church, Sag Uarbor, L. L

Notice of funeral hereafter,

I. it I'. At 8 (Jramrrey Park, on Thursday evening, A
Juue U, IHU7, Mary llav, vtlfe of Iknjamln Frank- - h
Itn Lev and daughter of the latujamea Oore King, (I

Inlhe vluhycarof bur asie. fj
Punrral services at Calvary Church, 4tb av, and S

121st st .on Monday, Juuo 7, at lUitlO o'clock A. U. " fl

Melli:ov. At his resldeuce, 7B1 Uedfurd av.. Brook ; j
lyti, on Juno 3, tn but Buih year, jj

Itelatlv s and friends ars Invited to attend funsral , flj
on Tuesd&y. at U o'clock A. M. ' fl;

post, Suddenly, on Thursday, Juna 3, Samuel I k
Post, Jr, ji

Funeral services will be held at hi late resldonoa, ' if
DIP Madlsou av., on Sunday, Juuo 0, at P. 1. ''(
Kindly onitt flowers. t- r'-t-


